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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  
held on Monday 21st July 2025 at 7.30pm at Highwood Village Hall (foyer) 

In Attendance 

Cllr T Horsnell (Chairman) 
Cllr K Latham-Pearmain 
Cllr S Maclean 
Cllr U Maher 
Clerk 

21/25 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Latham and Cameron. 

22/25 Declaration of Interests 

None. 

23/25 Minutes 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings of 19th May and 9th June 2025 were approved and signed. 

24/25 Cllr Mike Steel/Cllr Nicolette Chambers 

Councillors Steel and Chambers were unable to attend the meeting. Councillor Steel sent a report that 
included updates on: 

• VAS and SIDs on streetlight columns. 

• Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution. 

• Pylons. 
 
25/25 Public Forum 
One member of the public raised the following: 

• Concerns over the traffic calming system by the school. 

• Lack of hedge cutting on road verges. 

• Speeding. 
 

26/25 Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported on the following: 

• Clerk attended a NALC event in London on devolution. 

• The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government is not renewing support for 
Neighbourhood Development Plans. The Parish Council can no longer secure grant funds or 
free technical support packages for this project. Options are either to fully self-fund or create a 
Settlement Spatial Plan as a lower cost alternative. 

• The land in Ingatestone Road where the noticeboard is located appears to be owned by Essex 
County Council. 
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27/25 Reports from Representatives 

(a) School Liaison – end of school year, so no update until September. 
(b) Play Area – the bushes at the front of Edney Common play area need cutting. 

 
28/25 Finance and General Purposes 

(a) The budget update was received with no questions. 
(b) It was resolved to approve payments made between 19th May 2025 and the date of this meeting, 

as follows: 
S Gaeta expenses    £84.99 
Heelis and Lodge    £260.00 
Staff costs      £1,344.16 
Playsafety Limited    £225.60 
Unity Trust Bank    £66.60 
Information Commissioner’s Office £47.00 
Highwood Village Hall   £18.00 
Wallace Arboriculture and Groundcare £538.00 
S Maclean expenses   £182.54 
EUKhost Ltd     £115.19 
Zurich Municipal    £980.56 
Solopress     £470.99 
T Poole     £120.00 
CALC      £40.00 
FJ Horsnell     £144.00 
Mayor, Cuttle & Co    £102.00 
 

(c) Membership of the Chelmsford Association of Local Councils (CALC) will be trialled for one year 
and then reviewed. 

 
29/25 Planning 

The following applications were considered: 
(i) 25/00003/S73 
Variation of condition 2 to approved planning application 25/00003/FUL (Erection of rural 
worker dwelling) Addition of a flat roof dormer to the rear elevation to provide further habitable 
living space at Highwood Stud, Wyses Road, Highwood – Objection. 
(ii) 25/00999/FUL 
Proposed 3 dwellings, with associated demolition, landscaping and access works at 
Ravenscraig, Metsons Lane, Highwood – Objection. 

30/25 Environment 

(a) No update on the CCTV project at this time. 
(b) It was resolved to appoint Chelmsford City Council to replace the waste bins at the Edney 

Common play area, Nathans Lane bus shelter and school bus shelter with lidded bins, at a cost 
of £400 + VAT each, and to install a new dog waste bin at the Edney Common play area at a 
cost of £300 + VAT. 
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(c) It was resolved to appoint Playquip to supply and install steel, ladder design monkey bars with 
grass matrix tiles at the Edney Common play area, at a cost of £4,128 + VAT. 

(d) No further salt under the Salt Bag partnership is required for winter 2025/26. 

31/25 General Information 

The following matters were raised: 
(i) How soon after potholes are marked up do they get repaired?  
(ii) Request to write to ECC Councillor regarding outstanding repairs to potholes. 

 
 

 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm 
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